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'Forrune puts it inro mens 
joy as much'of this World as they will, 
bur very few who can fet boun 4 to. their En 
d caſte the Pleaſiires' 0 x 


and the Calne mens nin and z proc” nind 
is enmity againſt God; ſaith unto 'God; Depart from 
us, for we defire not'the Inbwfder of vt ays. © 
Never any People had more ſenſible demon- 
ſtrariogs of. the, Rawee and, Preſence, of 


amon! | chem, is particulay Care of em 
than? ha ih ſts els 
his'Prophetick: Hyman; Hcrent ſega: 
ed ; thou art waxen fat, thou art grown thicks, thou 
ot tovered with fatneſs ; then he forſook. God which 
made him, and*lightly eſteemed the rock. ys his —_ 
tion, 77: .Deut, 15. And; thus! Gogvegn 

11fa. I, 3+ Hear, 0 heavens, and. Live "err"  bdf 
for . the. Lord . bath. ſpoken ;, I bave nonnPeanpul 
brought up childrem,; and. they. 1971 4 2 a10ft mw 
The - x 4uowetb.- bis own 22 and the aff DW after 
crib ; but" Iſrael doth not_ kaiqzy; my People "aonh"101 
conſider. "And: as muach.'a Ewe may Ak : >» 
abhor the Ingraricude,of the; lems, var bk he Per 
neral- ſtare. 0 Mankind 5 ;) And> We May,/inu _ 
many Examples of it-in/all Times arid. Nation 

Bur ic ſeems much more 'unaccountable, -Tt t 
when the. judgments of .God are-abroatt in-the.mo 
the inhabitants thereof ſhould not- learn: righteouf 
Becauſe, Judgments are apr'ro awaken. men, . 
make. them conifider. When God Tpeaks-.in 
Thunder and Lightning, . thoſe muſt be: deaf in 
deed, who will nor. hear.  This.is, the T 


adgine nts on” os World, 'To —__ men 699% 
for their w ays and their ..:and to convince 
ti 6 irs God that hn the:carth. 
lomanes have 'a-Voice, thad-webut;Ears to 
-THEMtodaim the Power-and- che Majeſty 
of Gods 2/terrible Majeſty; and irre{iftible: Pow- 
er'; they ſcourge and they threaten Sinners, and 
call for Weeping and Mourning , and Faſting : 
And how unthankful>ſoever the Jews. were to God 
for his great Metcies''and Deliverances, - yet they 
were not ſo-inſenlible of his Judgmenss : When he 
fleip them, then they. ſought him, and. returned and en- 
er God, and. remembred. that God: was 
ory and the bigh Ged their Redeemer, 78. Plal. 


34; 5 35+ 
"""Fhis we'*are exhoricd to in my "Text, To bear 
the rod; and who' bath 'wppointed-it : To conſider for 
what fealvh thoſe Evils which we ar any rime ſuf- - 
fer, are come upon us, and what God intends by 
che Rod; which is thevnly way to:graw. better by 
our  AMictions,. and to prevail wich God-in great 
Pity/and Compaſſion to:remove them. - 

But this is &e great difficulty; : Who-ſhall re- 
veal this Secret to us? How ſhall we diſtinguiſh 
berween the Corre&tions of God,. and the- Wicks 
<dnefs of Men? How ſhall we underſtand: the 
Liguage of the Rod, and to'whon ir/ ſpeaks; 


tor 


I ſhall briefly-explain theſe thingz#6 YORK and 
Apply -it ro the/preſent Occaſion..! auiwnr;! 

But-I muſt-premiſe; -That- of qggrels.. 
ſelf 'now to thoſe-who believeia God an 
dence 5- and that:God hath irevcaled. his Wl = 
the Rule of:his Provideace-in the Holy Scriptures, 
As for Atheifts:and: Infidels/; 'who -havenci 
Eyes 'nor Ears, they can only fecl the Rod'like 
Bruics , not hear-its Voice. lke Men: Though 
the Landis veicecnieth .antoithe city,. it is only.the men 
of "wiſdomthat ſee -his names ©: hc on Toth, 

"Now as for thoſe who bilicvsis a God: and. the 
Holy Scriptures, there are two very plain Incerpree 
ters of God 's Judgments ; Natural Gon 3; and 
the Word of God. For the Judgments,.0 God have 
not an Articulate Voice to acquaint -us/in plain 
and expreſs words, upon what-Errand:they come; 
buc they are 5g which. ſpeak by anInterpreter; 
and er we-caretully __ to the Dictates of Na- 
cural ib rengrny and-ro:the-Word. of God, we 
* cannot-miſtake their meaning. 

1. As firſt, No:man who zcends eitherto the 
Didtates'of Natbral Conleience, or tothe Word 
of God, can-doubt who jt is: that bath appointed 1 the 
rod: This isthe firlt and nioſt natural queſtion of 
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ro are the :Tooublits, of -our en, ps wh at 
God-expeRts from. ns in-{uch/Cales d 75-7 1:36; 4s 


all ; 


F =— 
* 
” = 

L; 


chis Poine': Theyallow | gi fore Judgrenc are 
the Hand-of *God, but are+not willing 'to'g 
this of all; eſpecially whenthey ſee 
miediate and: viſible Cauſes of- 
Some of- the -Ewils | either- Pri. 
vate Men or- Publick Societies Take -are mani» 
feſtly owing to the- Injultice. and+Wickedneſs of 
men and- chey-car-no. more? believe-thar it is 
the Will -and A ment of. God; that- they 
ſhould: ſuffer ſuch Evils-,\chan-thar-c is-the Will 
'F on Godchat others ſhould do: them: And all 
k | uch- Rods” as : are not aj pointed by-God;; can 
= 4 reach us nothing but che A thols; by 
.7 whom we ſuffer; for if God has not fent'them, 
they can bring us no- Meſſage from God. And 
yer moſt ren are in-ſome degree infected with 
this diſeaſe : We ſuffer man _ which we-are 
1 not willing to aſcribeto God, and then we learn 
1 nothing. from them þbur' a liecle Worldly Policy 
| and Prudence, to take-better- care of our ſelves 
and: our -Afﬀairs, to be jealous and-diftruſtful of 
men z. or it may be,co watch: our Opportuni- 
ties to revenge-the Injuries--we ſuffer, and to re- 
| curn them with Intereſt: And yerwe profeſs to.be- 
'F lieve'a Providence ; though it were as honoura- 
F ble: ro God to deny his Providence, as to' deny> 
B his 
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Events $:jOr. ra | | 
proach to him. For a; Providence wh 


ich does 
not take care.of Creatures, is little worth x; and 
we cannot lay that Ged-takes care, of his Crea- 
eures; .if, any Eyil befals; thern, without. his Wall 
and Appvintmeac...... ' 2g 1-9. eos 
Bur, Natural Conſcience ſecs the Hand of God 
in all- the, Evils., we ſuffer ; Whatever the: viſible 
and immediate, Cauſes .and:Inſtruments of our 
Sufferings arez..a guilry Conſcience takes. notice 
of the Divine Vengeance ;, the Terrors of God 
take hold. upon him, and he trembles before his 
Judge, though he do not ſee. him ; -he.is afraid of 
God, when he feels only the Hands: of -men. 
And whar is the meaning of this > What is-.the 
Language of theſe guilty Fears,, but. that what- 
ever the Rod be that ſtrikes, it-is moyed. and diy. 
rected by a Divine Hands that the: Wickedneſs 
and. Injuſtice, the Wrath and Fury of Men;-isno- 
ether than. the Vengeance of God 2. For.,why 
ſhould. che Evils we ſuffer from men. {o; cerrify. a 
guilty, Conſcience, had. we not a Natural Perſua- 
_ That all theſe Evils are ſent by God, who- 
ever arethe Inſtruments of «hem ? 
_» Thus ic is natural in all ſuch caſes to fly.to God 
tor help. Arheiſts themſelves cannot wholly-pre- 
vent thisz. but when. they are-furprized, with any 
_ _- - ſudden 


_ which expreſly cells: us, F hat'God: doth whatſoever! 
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Pore —— :Nature cis/too peppery ro0 
powenful-for their Philoſophy,. and-ſurprizesthem 
into- an acknowledgment of God and-a Provi- 
dence, which. they muſt do Penance for when 
their Fright: i is aver.» Sinners who-forget 'God'/in 
Profpericy, fly co-him- im-cheir Diſtreſs;'\. remember 
that God #s their rock, , and-the high. God their Re- 
deemer. +And if this be-a Natural Acknowledg- 
ment -of ;Providence,. as it certainly is.,' it! owns 
ther Hadd: of: Godiaious Sufferings;. as. well as 
lis-Power-to ſave ;- for borh: equally belong-to 
the Supreme and Sovereign Lord of "he World; 
and-it is nor merely his Power to help, which 
miakes:Sinners fly to: God in their diſtreſs, .but-a 
ſenſe of his Anger in what they ſuffer: They. do 
notfly ro-God- as tnen do'to a powerful Patron, 
but as Criminals do to the Mercy of ai provok'd 
___ or Prince: When they fly ro God,.-it/is-to 
e his Mercy as| humble Pemtents, ro! ap» 
_ his Anger; that.he may-remove his Judg- 
ments; and when we fly-to the Mercies of God 
to/ femove the Rod, it-is an acknowledgment 
that it is -he that arikes; as well as ns alone that 
can ſave. 
And. that-Conſcience judges right in all chis, 

however ſome men may! attribute-it to a-Super- | 
ſticious- Education , is evident» from. Scripture, 


B 2 plea» 


4 Sermon preaeh'4 at Ss. 
pleaſeth him- both in heaven and in earth. | Thar none 
can ſtay "bis hand,” or reſiſt his will, or ſay unto him, 
What' doeft thou ? "That there is no evil in "the city, 
which the Lord hath not done. If Job 'be ſtript of | 
all his large Poſſeflions ina day, it is the Lord that F 
gave,” and the Lord that taketh away." If the mighty 
King of Aſyria invade Iſrael, and lay wafte their 
'Cities and Countrey, he is the rod God's anger, þ 
and the ſtaff in his hand is his mdignation, 1 0. Ia. 
5, 6. © Affiftion cometh not forth of the duſt, neither 
doth trouble ſpring out of the ground, but God is the 
judge, be putteth down one, and ſetteth up another, 
75: P/al. p, $8. This ſhews us, that whatever | 
our Sufferings are, it is God that appoints the 
Rod, and 5 it muſt nearly concern us, © + 

*2dly. To hear the Rod, what and to whom' it 
ſpeaks. Now in this caſe alſo, Conſcience and 1 
he 


the' Word of God are the beſt Interpretbrs of 
's Judgments. The Rod teacheth another 
way, but reacheth the ſame thing that Conſcience 
and Scripture teach us; that is, it / proclaims 
aloud the Evil of Sin, and God's Anger and-Di{- 
eaſure againſt it, and calls -us to Repentance, 

— and Reformation of our Lives 
\- - When the Judgments 'of God -are upon. us, 
, Conſcience knows their Errand, and'calls all our 
0 fins to remembrance, and ſers them in order be- 
fore-us. Nothing but Guilt makes us-afraid of 

God 5 . 


 flited for the Puniſhment of Sin4*and"*theſ® afe 
to be our Examples , as they are "the Rari 


are 76. urer ts times; as ko do 
awaken their guilty Fears ;' and 
en'to the Voice of an awaketi'd | 
will-cercainly tell them why 'God' ſtrike 
cannot take” a' ſafer” courſe, than to" % 
Siels of -whinh' tur Conſcienonr'thibri En ma AK 
All the Threatnings of Scripture are” againft 
Sin, and all the Judgments there recorded; 'eſpe- 
cially Pablick and National Judgmetits/*were"in- 


Rules and Meafures of Providence; '*God never 
punifhes bu for'Sin,”though he may'exettiſe par: 

cicular 800d mien-with difficult Trials; and rhere- 
fore when bad men and'# wicked” Nariort ſuffer, 
they may - certainly know the 'Caufe / they have 
ſinned ; and' God' is angry, and” farnrtions them 
ro Repentance; ' for this-is the friit of all, to take 
away: ſm, The" Voice" of Judgments is the ſame 
with the' Voice of Dobltlevcet and the Voice of 
God's Prophets 5 Waſh'ye; make ye clean, Put away 
the-evil of your” doings from before mine eyes-: "Ceaſe to 
do evil, learn to'do'well; ſedk; judgment,” relieve the 
oppreſſed, oP the fatherlaſs, plead for _ Wau, 


L. Ifa, 1 
This: is pla enough, and ently Kavn : 


if ir were but ſufficiently laid to hear 
is 
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is-2ll;chatue;. are concerned tor-know:-of the Judgy 
ments. oh God,;:, Fig lecrer and. hidden; Deſigns 
of. Providence, which . many-times-ſurprize-the 
World with,unexpe&ed Events, are” the Care of 
God, and;belong. not te-us;155ll the Scene apens, 
ang; we-{ee:what-part 1s allotted us.in- it; ; Whars 
ever God, be a-doing; we have nothing' to do but 
to-:amend. our - Lives , which, will 'remove. the 
Scourge-fram-us, and: entitle us to the: Care and 
Pxotechion. of, Providence. Whereas: toi buly'aus 
ſelves with,Policick or. Prophetick*Guelles at-uns 
known Events, to paint our Imaginations -with 
black and; frighttul , or with gay and charming 
Scenes. of -things, -as 'deſponding. Fears, or fan» 
guine, Hopes/inſpire the Prophet,-'can do us no 
good, but may do a. great deal: of- hurt to our 
ſelves and the World. This is/ not the-Voice of 
the Rod, which makes no-new Revelations tous; 
bur. only! awakens the Convictions; of: Conſci= 
ence, and enforces the Reproots and! Threatnings 
of, the Word , with ſuch ſenhible -and ſmarting 
Proofs. of the. Evil: of Sin.,,. and, God's' Anger 
againſt) it,,as will make all\men'conſider, who 
kaye. noc-. loſt ;cheis: Senſes;/ and\many. times res 
ſtare Senſe and: Underſtanding.to thoſe who: had 
= loſt them. oY FT ESD 
E.- \Buz-this-c0. ſome, men/will, ſeems a very: dull 
Account of God's J udgments, Which: will neither 
% EM  gratify 
/ 
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they. think-worle; leave: them q yen 
liatecheir Hypocriſy. ,- on 
-+TheJudgme ents. of God decjars Gods, \ng 
eta, hunaloienetth e-ro hear, it expreſs'd 
in-luch general Terms, "as if- when God funds: his 
Judgments amongſt us, he were angry . with us 
for, all aur-fins, and called: us ro repent: 'of-x her 
all : Tks they-think hard, tha they mii a Ar 
with: all-their' Sins, ' to remove theſe- Judometits 
nay, this they think can't be che; Trach os we 
Caſe, becauſe the World is.alwa ways very wicked, 
and yet the, Judgments of God-are not: 
abroad. in the: World : And thetefore :they 'fip- 
pole, that when God does execure.Judgmen ments; it 
15 not-Sin in general, bur fome Slar Sins, 
which ſo highly. provoke.” hinay a y 
learn what they. arc, - and reforms them-,- they 
might t ſee happy Days igain>ahadrllle Ws fil 
iberty to tavour-what Sins they pleales tO-re- 
proach and: atcuſe'cach other, / charge'a 
the Evilsand Culanaigies hey dnffonaupia 05e s $2 
cher, without thinking of y 
Thus co be ſure it always 1s,” W eiithine: -are 
differing: Partics. and Factions. my a:  Nationg:who- 
jucge very; eq nd | 
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be,/ too-maany of all Parties: are guilty of the ſatrie 
Sinsz. but choſe Sins which are commion'to'them 
all, muſt paſs for _— becauſe fo far they are 
all agreed. - Bur. then there are peculiar” Party- 
Sins, which- every. Party: diſlikes'in each *othier'; 
and, whar they; diſlike, they conclude God diſlikes 
00; and to thele they attribute all the Evils they 
ſuffer: As if the Judgments of God were not to 
zcform the-World, but. to decide ſome” Party- 
Quarrels, which will. never be decided this way, 
when every Party will expound Judgments in'fa- 
vour of themſelves. «'#if 
-Bur all-men. ſee that this is to judge by a'falſe 
and, partial Rule: This is neither Conſcience nor 
Scripture; for Conſcience equally condemns "all 
Sin, and ſo does the Scripture too. + TI grant, 'tho 
there is always a;great deal of Wickedneſs com- 
mitted/in-the World, ' God does not always inflict 
Publick; Judgments,” which are commonly execu- 
ted when Wickedhels and Impiety is grown pub- 
lick too; when publick Government is remiſs in 
puniſhing Wickedneſs, or the Numbersand Pow- 
 ex;of Sinners are grown too great fortheCorreRti- 
on-of Publick Juſtice: Bur we ſhall always find 
in Scripture, - that when God did inflit Publick 
Judgments , he called for a general Repentance 
and Reformation ;. and if this were not ſo, no 
man could underſtand the Yoice of the Rod with- 
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4 outia Spit of Pers 1 -4 2 hy Fe tins bY 
| more particular Conſideration, :both; with reſpe&t 
4 to thoſe Sins for which God "AY oh, | ach 
his Judgments, when he ſees fir to execute 2 yes 
FE lick Vengeance'; and the neceſſicy'of an uniyer- 
| fal Reformation, when the dana Godare 


uport us. 


- 3 .. The moſt. general account - the ,Seripturc 
Tx” ft us .of Publick Judgments, is "An ut verla 
| Corruption, of Manners. Thus the Propheride 
ſcribes the ſtare of the Jewiſh Church, when'Go 
] chreatned his J udgments- againſt them: Ab fonful 
nation., a people! laden with miquity, "a ſeed"of | evil 
doers, children that are corr er ; they have for; 
| the Lord, they have provoked the Holy One of Iſraeh, 
they are gone away backward. -. And the whole bead is 
ſick," and the whole heart faint. From! the fole of the 
foot unto. the bead, there "is" #0 . ſoundneſs in-it ;| bat 
wounds, and bruiſes, and putrifying ſores: they bive 
= Y- not been cloſed, nor bound up, nor mollified with oint= 3 
E i ment, 1. Iſa. 4,5, 6. And in verſe '10:/he calls Y 
4 them, The.ru bs w Sodom, . and. people of Gomorrah. Y 
1 When Wickednels is grown univerſal; and: 'hath - 
infeted- all Ranks and Orders of men, ſuch a 
Nation is ripe for Judgment; ; bur it \adds greatly 
to. the Guilt and 'Provocation,) when \en"ars not 


| contented: to - be eds "without bidding: Opt 
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i $0 God my ro 2 Rebgwog: 3 12% them 
the draw iniquity with cords of vanity, and ſm. as-it 

' were with cart-ropes. Who deride all the Vhdce: 
nings of God, and even dare his Power and Ju- 


ſlice +. T bat Jo, Let him-make ſpeed, and baſten' bis 


work, dbat we-may.ſee"it ;, and 5 the counſel of the 
Holy One of Iſrael draw =, and come, that-we may 
know it. Who mock at the differences of Good 
and "ke vil, and-value. the Reputation:of their Wir 
d Philolophy i roo.muth to.be cheated with 6-4 
x ty, Names. : Wo unto them that call evil go 
and _ evil, that put darkneſs for ight, and light IF 
darkneſs, that put bitter for ſweet, aud.fivtet for bit- 
ter, * Wo unto them that are wiſe us their eyes, and 
prudent i in their wn. ſight: Who having firſt deſtroy- 
ed the eternal ' and eſſential differences of Good 
and. Evil, change their Names too at pleaſure, 


and cheat themſelves the only Wiſe : Men. in the 


world for doing fo. This takes off all Reſtraints, 
and gives-the Reins to their Luſts, .and they live 
juſt as they believe, without making any differ- 
ence between Good and Evil. Fa unto them that 
are mighty to drink, wine, arid men. to milt- 
Kle ſtrong drink; who juſtify the Sat? < reward, 
and take away the righteouſneſs of the righteous from 
bim.. . Therefore | as. the fire devoureth the ſtubble, afid 
the. flame. conſumeth the chaff, fo their root ſhall be as 
antoras/s and thew bloſſom ſhall, gaup as theduft, be- 


cauſe 


bs ; 


, every where 


CO Abd tener he; Fol, One 
18, &c.: The: like account we find-un-the ocher 
Prophess.. And when the'ſtate of. a Church and 
Nation is ſo. cormipt,: weinced -not- enquire. for 
whac.! patricullar- Sins 16d Keikes 5 buc yer-there 
were hn Sins which God expreſled: 4 aſeverct oy 
dignation againſt, and ſeldom delayed to ane 
ſuch.as their Idolatry, and Came of the God 
of Iſrael; of his Word and; Prop hers; a Propha- 
nation. of his Worſhip; Atheiſtical Notions of 
Providenee , and 'of Good. and. Evil; or their 
abominable 'H ypocrify, in committing, alt the 
Lewdacſs: and-: Yoni which mien could com- 

mit, MOmar nu | chamſelves in aftexternal Form 
and appearance Religion, which the Pro _—- 
of, To: thele'/ Ca 
owing the unive {-Corruption of. Manners; fir 
it is impoſlible any Nation ſhould {ſo univeilally 
degenerate, : till they have \cicher: Ac jj their 
Religion by, Superſtition and Hypocrily, ;or loſt 
all ſenſe; of-ir3// and therefore chis calls for A ſpce- 
dy bay. at 3 SELL! At us 3 

:what - more; paccionlagly' + dc 

Chriſtian Church:,; we may learn from he'Epi- 
{Yes to the:Seven Churches of -Afia, what itis pro- 
vakes our: ;Lord: eirher: ſeverely; ro-puniſh vs; vr 
to remove-the-Goſpe!" from us. "The:Chw 
C 2 Ephe- 
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Epheſus, though ſhe 
p. 6a yer had left ber } 
very much'of her Zeal and Fervour for the Name 
and Religion of Chriſt. The Church of Perga- 
mus is threatned for ſuffering thoſe among her who 
caught - Idolatrous Worthip ,- and fleſhly | Luſts: 
And'the Church of 'Thyatira likewiſe for ſuffering 
the Woman Jezabel to commit Fornication, and 
to eat things ſacrificed to Idols. Fhe Church of 
Sardis made” a glorious' and pompous Profeſſion 
of Religion, bur withour the true Life and'Spirir 
of it ; ſhe had a name to live, but was dead: And 
the Church of Laodicea grew. very cold and indif- 
ferent even-in the Profeſſion of Religion, as well 
as:in the Practice of -it-; ſhe was neither hot nor 
cold; 'but lukewarm; All theſe our Saviour' ſum- 
mons to Repentance, and threatens to puniſh or 
deſtroy them. if they did not, Chap. 2, and 3. of 
the Revelations... _ = 

The' Application of: all this to our ſelves is' fo 
obvious, that I need not multiply. words abour 


it: We are that very Nation: wherein : all theſe 


Evils meet ; it is hard to name any: Vice which is 


not openly. committed: amongſt -us: without Fear 


or Shame: Nay, things are come to that pals; 
that to be: a modeſt Sinner, -to boggle/ ar any 


Wickednefs , or to/bluſh ar;jt,> is as.great a:Re- 


proach as to be Virtuous + And though ſome men 


are: 
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are aſhamed ro# own themſelves Atheiſts, yet'to 
believe in Chriſt, and to own: any Reveal'd Reli- 
gion, or to talk ſeriouſly of Providence, of God's 
governitg the World, and puniſhing Ciries and 
Nations for their Witkedael, is thoughe-a Jeſt; 
and I. wiſh it were a. Jeſt only among vile and 
mean People, of no Fortune 'or Education ; 
whereas we often ſee that their Condition makes 
them modeft, and untaught Natureteaches them 
better, 'till they are corrupted: by the Examples 
of Men. of Wit and Figure in the World. And 
as for thoſe who pretend to Religion, it is a very 
melancholy Proſpe&, to obſerve how little of the 
true Life and Spirit of Chriſtianicy there is amon 
them. There is indeed Noiſe, and Zeal ; joy. 
Fation enough among ſome People, and' that 
makes others-as cold and indifferent : The Tem- 
pers of the Church of- Sardis and Laodicea, theone 
that had a Name to live, but was dead, theother 
that was lukewarm, make much the' greateſt Par- 
ties among us; and the very beſt men, I fear,'are 
too much inclined to the ſtate. of Epheſus, which 
had left her firſt Love. ,- thoſe; great Paſſions and 
Ardors of Devotion which ought+to inſpire-the 
Minds of, Chriſtians. | £00 
- -Let us then hear the Rod and tremible.: See 
how: God dealt with the [Jews/h; Church for theſe 
Sins ;. ſee what our 'Lord! hath done. to. the 
| Churches: 


i 
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Churches of ſia; and+ though+we cannot ſay 
what God will do to us, becauſe' we' know: nor 
what wonderful Deſigns are in the Womb of Pro- 
vidence, yet we know what we do, and how God 
hath dealt with thoſe who have done as we do; 
which is too juſt reaſon to fear thathe will deal ſo 
by us too, unleſs we repent” and reform, which 
they did not. For, | | | 

2d. When the Judgments of God are upon. 
us, the Reformation muſt be univerſal too: 'It 
concerns every man to reform himſelf; for a Na- 
tion can never be reformed, but by the Reforma- 
tion of *particular men, who make up the Na- 
tion; and therefore when we are ſummoned to 
Repentance, as the Judgments of God ſunamon 
us all, every man muſt examine himſelf whar ke 
has to repent of, and reform himſelf. Bur yer 
there is greac difference between a National and 
Perſonal Repentance and Reformation, and they - 
ſerve very different Ends. 
A Nation may be ſaid to be reformed, and God 
may in great Mercy remove. his Judgments, tho 
. ( what is never to be expected ) every particular 
man do not repent and reform himſelf: Bur then 
ſuch a National Reformation requires the Execu- 
tion of Publick Juſtice againſt Publick Wicked- 
neſs, to' make Sin publickly infamous , and to 
teach the greateſt and molf powerful Sinners Mo- 
deſty : 


20 SY 


” 


it once more ſeek for Night and Darkneſs for a 
Covering; that Virtue may: no longer bluſh” i 
Company, or need Apologies; nor Vice date to 
brave it at Noon-day. 5 WowG 


There has indeed of latebeen ſome Gin taken 
by Publick Laws and wa 14 Proclamations, to 


punifh the Prophanation of God's Name by ac- 
curſed Oachs ; bur yet in moſt caſes men may:be 
as vile as they pleaſe, and as publickly ſo as they 


pteaſe, and little, or no notice taken of them; 


nay , they may talk. and write what they "pleaſe 
againſt God and Religion , ridicule the Hiſtory 
of Moſes, and the Goſpel of our' Saviour, and 
the Myſteries of the Chriſtian Faith , \and gaih. 
Credit and Reputation by it. I hope there are not 
many Chriſtian Nations in the World, which 'in- 
ſo publick a manner permit theſe things. We 
have ralk'd of Liberty of Conſcience, and Re- 
formation, co good purpoſe, it rhe only effe&t of- 
it be a liberty of ridiculing che Chriſtian Faith ; 

which might make. one ſuſpe& thac all the Zeal 

ſome men have-exprelsd againſt Popery, was at 

the bottom. of it a Zeal for Atheiſm and” Irreli-- 
gion ; which the Diſcipline of Popery y as bad a 
Religion as it is, would not endure; it is indeed 
well fitted to make Atheiſts and. Infidels , _ 
will. 
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will-make men have a care how they: profeſs:ir. 
And. it:is to be feared, that this Scepriciſm, and-In- 
fidelity, and Contemprt-of Religion, will prove 
a Back-door to let in Popery again upon us. - 
But to leave. theſe Thoughts with thoſe-whoſe 
proper Care and Buſineſs it1s ; whether: a Nation 
will be reformed or not, it concerns-every parti- 
cular man to hear the Rod : The Judgments of 
God warn us of his Anger and Diſpleaſure againſt 
Sin, thar-we may fly Fak the Wrath to come ; 
and we do not hear the Voice of the Rod, nor 
improve Judgments to their true end, if we do 
not ſo repent and reform, as to ſave our Souls ; 
and this to be ſure muſt be a Perſonal and an- 
Univerſal Reformation. And yet even with re- 
ſpe& to rs Judgments, a Perſonal Repentance 
and Reformation is 'of great'uſe ; for when the 
Judgment is Publick and- National, God many 
times makes a remarkable diſtin&tion between per- 
ſons : Say ye to the righteous, it ſhall be well with them, 
for they ſhall reap the fruit of their doings : Wo unto 
the wicked, it ſhall be ill with him, for the reward of 
his hands ſhall be given to him : Which is ſpoke with 
. reſpe&t to Publick Judgments, 3. Ja. 10, 11. 
Which is a ſufficient Encouragement for particu- 
lar men to repent, and reform their Lives, what- 
ever others do, 
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Solemnity ; * Sinn ay 
that this Application comes too late” it 


me 
N.z "yk 
. 


have been very ſeaſonable or Two and! hors Z 


ry Years ago, while the» Marks of this Terrible 
Vengeance were . freſh and viſible; -when 'the 
Ruins of our Houſes and Churches could only 


tell-us where London ſtood, and ſhew us its Fu- 


neral Pile, where its Glory lay in the Duſt > When 
ſo many Thouſand Familiesfelt the ſmartof their 
Ruined Fortunes , and were- either forcd'to be- 
gin the World again, or funk irrecoverably under 
it. This Fiery Vengeanee had'a Voice then, and 
a very- Terrible Voice, enough to: awaken "the 
moſt ſtupid and Lethargick Sinners. "But when 
we-ſee: onr Cigy rebuilt more beautiful than ever, 

as the-little poor-Remains of the Old one wit- 

neſs: *When -our Riches and: Glory are increaſed 

beyond: the Example./of moſt former Apes, it 

ſeems too late to lament over the Aſhes' and Rub» 

biſh .of our Fired City, when there are no viſible 

Remains of theſe- Ruins to move our Pity or Sor- 
row: And indeed were-this the only delign 'of - 
this Annual Faſt; it were-high time to. pur" an 

end to it, or torum it into a 'Thankſgiving Feſti- 

val: For it is in- vain to expe, that after Three 
and thirty Years, the-return-of. this Day ſhould 

"D 


revive- 
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revive and: renew our Sorrows and: Lamentations, w» | 
whety our Ruins-are removed, our. Lofdes 'repair 
ed-;'-and thoſe frightful Impreſſions . which the 
fight of chat devouring; Fire-made onus; forgot; 
and little lefr ro-pur-us in mind thatour Gitywas = ; 
burnt, "bur -'the Inſcription. upon- the Monunient, 
and -the ſight 'of a New City , -with the-ſeveral 
Dates of its Relufre&ion ; which mult needs 
qualify all melancholy and forrowful Refle&tions 
on. what is-fo Jong; paſt. 7 1; 
-- Bucthough che Deſign of [this Solemniey-is;nor 
co'repreſent' and a&t over again. a new 'dolefril 
Scene of Horror, Confuſion, and. Amazemear, 
which neither Nature nor Art can imitate, as we 
aw it once on this-day ,, without ſuch” another 
amazing, Sight, which God grant we, may never 
ſee again till the General Conflagration.; .yet.it 
is of great uſe to keep up a lively ſenſe 'of fuck 
Judgments. upon our Minds, which become the 
ſubject of Reaſon, of tool Thoughts. and wiſe . = 
Confideration,. when the Terror and Frighttulnels — &- 
of :them: is-over. | 3 | 3 
-Judgmenes-could;never;make! a laſting Refor- 
. (mation in-the:World; iwere :we:concerned. to..re- 
member:themino'longer;than wefeel their fmart; 
bur they -are-jncended-both for Puniſhment and 
Inſtruction ;; the Puniſhment ends with theiſmarrt, 
and-that pits-an'end-ro-all whining/and icragical 
Com- 


IE 


Ps SF ol = Is alone is. the diſcipline 

Fools or Bruits': The Inftru@tion-is for Men, a 
this is to laſt as long as, Memory , and Thought, 
and Reaſon laſt. What could the Fire of Lomas 
teach us Thirty three Years'ago,, which it does. 
not teach 2 wie man ſtill? And what Thoughes 
and deyourt Paſſions became us then; which are 
not {till on this Day: the proper Exerciſe of our 
Devotion ? 

When: we ſaw_our Churches SV Houſes in- 
Flames, when we ſaw thoſe furious Torrents of 
Fire-rowling down our Streets, and deſpiling all 
the Oppoſition that Human Arr or Strengrh-could 
make, as if they had; known by what a Divine - 
and Irreſiſtible ht” a they-atted ; there 
were few men to be found; who did not expreſs 2 

car Fear and Reverence of the Power, and Jn- 
ice,. and terrible Majeſty of God; : who. did not 
ſee and own the Hand $3 God., and the viſible 
Tokens: of his Diſpleaſure,. Arad begin in . good 
ap to think +; reforming their Lives; and 
their Peace. with God , who had now tae 

Kin the Rod into his own hand. 
. When we {aw our Riches Ly themſelves 
Wings and fly away as an-Eagle towards Hea-. 
ven; when we ſaw all our,Pride and Glory, the 
Toil and4abour of. bur whole Lives, .the.Food 


and the laſtrumenss of. our. -Luſts, yaniſh+into - 
'D-2: Smoke . 


= SHE > of FAa7 © + $A 
DOR Err. om F- he <ng dk Wo.” _ EA Sh 
Oo WO SEO CORES COPY EEE IO ITT TT ISIS hd 
8 4 yo 2 ORG x” x «Nb TSS Th LIT Rh t 
Sh LEST EDDY uo NE LS ICT Gs 
b $ wo - 'b. rt 
x > 6 


: T4 4 8 "ns: 2 CSI 1 & 
< W $A (0 " ApS. 4p <5 4 
_ : " $5 3-5 $ " 
gs Ja. = ibs 9% 645 a: 
Wh. Ne F _ 9. 3 » 
| : F / A P- £ / j& £ Fs, 


Smoke an Fr Pet (repomeny ta Ihe” 0s "the 

Uncertainty 'of al l preſent things, : ang made us 
ſerioully :/P ra at an ill ſtate thoſe were in, 
-who: had nothing to truſt to but” ſuch yaniſhin Rk 
"Treaſures ; and how reaſonable our Sayiour's > F 
"Command is, Not to lay up for our ſelves Wes F 
'on earth, where moth and ruſt ds corrupt, and where | | 
thieves break through and ſteal; but to lay up for our 
ſelves apyſores in heaven, which are not ſubje& to w—— 
ſuch' Caſualties; which, will make us bear Tuch | 
Loſſes better when they come , and ſecure our 
eternal Intereſt. 

"When men ſaw their Riches and Treaſures ya- 
iſh in a Cloud, it naturally made them” conſider 
how much 'of this they. owed to the Poor, how 
much. they had ſpent upon their Luſts, and how - 
much they had unjuſtly got; char, is , how much 
of what God had taken from them was norcheir 
own, and how much they had abuſed the Gifts of 
God : Very Wiſe and Pious Thoughts, had - | 
laſted; and yet too plain co be ks] by tho | 

- who thought avall, when they. ſaw. theſe Leſſons bh 
written in bright Characters of Fire. * © | 

"Now was all this, do you think , "nes 
only for Sixty fix ? Is not God the* ſame fill? A 

2 Juſt and Righteous Jadge , who is an gy with Gs & 
© - wicked every day, though he do not ff bend. by 
IF his bow, and ler fly* * Arrows ; ; though Ae ” 


—- befummoned agaitt : png 6, 4 5 | 


the Oki”, pe hin upon the wings ) 
Methinks one ſuch Example | might 
ſome Ages; without”. expe wg or 


rors. God ts gracious and merciful, ſlow to a 
and of great kindneſs : He delights more ro: F: ; 
his 'Glory- in a&s of Goodnels and. | 
his Creatures; bur' Judgmenc: 
work, which ik the fi ignal Ex 
ſo very rare ; and the way to haye chem 1 rare, is 
not to forger them, to learnRighteouſneſs by the 
things which we have ſufferd; to fear and trem-  _ 
ble Pefore that God who is {o rerngple © in bis doings- "> 
towards the children of min. b | 
Bur if the Fire of London was too long ſince to 

work upon our Fears at this diſtance, ( chough PIR. |=. 
confeſs I wonder how any man who ſaw thatSighe, ' | . .. 

ſhould ever forget ic, or remember ir. without a © 
juſt Awe and Reverenze of God); bucI fay, if 
theſe Impreſſions of Pear and Bla are. lof Jer 
the Beauty and Glory of our New 7G --our In- 

or Riches, our + Flour hi 
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ip-and Praiſe 
hath remem 


with-it; down with;it,. even to the gr 
This is the way to! perpetuate our Proſperi | 
Glory, if the, Remembrance of paſt Judgmenes if 
teaches" us to, Fear God, the ſenſe of. his. 


<> (God- of his Infinite Mercy grant, through 
: r Lord Jeſus Chriſt : 'ToWhom, with the Father and 
2 the Holy Ghoſt, , .and Power, now. 
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ſolved, according to Seripture-and | Pikony and che Pringi- _ © 

ples of the Church of England... Quarro. ah br” 
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